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as we are, can be Temples of the Holy 

Spirit, God indwelling in each of us. “Do 

you not know that you are God’s Temple and 

that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone de-

stroys God’s Temple, God will destroy him. For 

God’s Temple is holy, and that Temple is 

you” (I Cor. 3: 16). 

As a Temple of God’s Holy Spirit, we 

ask the question, ‘Where does he abide 

in me?’ Obviously in the heart, the seat 

of love. It is a loving presence on his 

part as it should be on ours. Unfortuna-

tely, because we are so human and weak, 

we can neglect, forget or abandon him. 

Today’s Gospel reading is about clean-

sing, to remind us that this is an excel-

lent time to return purified to the Lord. 

May this Lenten cleansing bring us back 

to be worthy Temples of God who 

should be dwelling in our hearts. 

+ Fr. Paschal Tiernan OP 

read full commentary at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
COLLECTION 
will be taken up after each mass next 
Sunday. 

MASS IN IRISH 
Next Sunday, 10th March, at 9.00 am. 

Stations of the Cross for Lent each Fri-
day evening in this Church starting at 
7.30pm. All are welcome. 

TROCAIRE BOXES 
Envelopes with Trocaire fast Boxes 
available at back of Church. Your contri-
butions enables Trocaire to continue 

humanitarian relief in places of need. 

SUNDAY WORD GROUP 
A meeting for anyone interested in re-
flecting on next Sunday’s Readings for 
Mass will be held in the Large Parlour 
of the Priory this Wednesday, 6th 
March, starting at 8.00pm. The meet-
ing will be led by a member of the Par-
ish Team and will end at 9.00pm. All 
are welcome. 

NOW AND THEN PRODUC-
TION COMPANY 
Presents:  
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, 
St. Mary’s Priory Church, Tallaght Vil-
lage, 19th-22nd March, 8pm, nightly 
Tickets €15/€20 (www.EventBrite.ie)  

NOTICES 

READ OUR WEBPAGE 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

facebook.com/stmarystallaght 
twitter.com/stmarystallaght 

Those who believe in God believe that 

he is “Our Father who art in heaven”, surro-

unded by angels and saints worshipping 

and revering him for eternity. God has 

left it to the free choice and preferential 

love of each person to join him or not 

in this heavenly sanctuary. “Those who 

die in God’s grace and friendship and 

are perfectly purified live forever with 

Christ” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

1023). Heaven, God’s home, is the origi-

nal Temple where God dwells and is 

worshipped in a state of supreme happi-

ness by the community of all who are 

incorporated into Christ, the ‘house’ of 

prayer by those who enjoy the beatific 

vision. 

Today’s Gospel reading treats of the 

Temple in Jerusalem, a material building 

that was the centre of Jewish life and 

worship. The people of Israel believed 

that God lived in the Temple among his 

people. The Letter to the Hebrews de-

scribes the earthly and material Temple 

as “a copy and shadow of the heavenly sanctua-

ry” (Hb. 8: 5). 

A Temple is where we encounter the 

presence of God. It is a person, Jesus 

Christ, the Word Incarnate. In today’s 

Gospel he calls himself “the New Tem-

ple”. His Body which we call the 

“Church” is a Temple. 

Then there is the truth that is almost 

unbelievable: we individuals, unworthy 

I am a Temple of  God 
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