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I'm like a ruby held up to the sunrise. 

Is it still a stone, or a world 

made of redness? 

It has no resistance to sunlight. ' 

There it is: in one way it is a stone, but 
in another it is a world of redness. This 
gives some impression of what transfi-
guration might mean. When you are 
completely absorbed and self-forgetful 
as you look at the sea, or the night sky, 
or a friend, you are still yourself, of co-
urse; but you are also more than your-
self. At any rate you are a kind of larger 
self, and not the small self that thinks 
before he speaks, and counts money, 
and always looks after his own interests. 

Sadly, this aspect of the Christian faith is 

not as familiar to most of us as it should 

be. We have learnt to settle for less. 

Most people believe that the best things 

are not for them. But we are all called to 

deep enlightenment and union with 

God. 

Donagh O’Shea OP, www.goodnews.ie 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1347 
Share: €1183 (ACCORD) 
Envelope: €215 
Novena: €890 

TROCAIRE BOXES 
Envelopes with Trocaire fast Boxes 
available at back of Church. Your contri-
butions enables Trocaire to continue 
humanitarian relief in places of need. 

Stations of the Cross for Lent each Fri-
day evening in this Church starting at 
7.30pm. All are welcome. 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Friday next 1st March is the First Friday of 
the month. Holy Communion will be 
brought to the sick and housebound on 
that morning. 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Kieth Cusack, Seskin View Road and 
Glenview Park, whose funeral was from 
this Church on Friday. 

NOW AND THEN 
PRODUCTION COMPANY 
Presents:  
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat, 
St. Mary’s Priory Church, Tallaght Vil-
lage, 19th-22nd March, 8pm, nightly 
Tickets €15/€20 (www.EventBrite.ie)  

NOTICES 

READ OUR WEBPAGE 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

facebook.com/stmarystallaght 
twitter.com/stmarystallaght 

In all three liturgical cycles we have the 
strange story of the Transfiguration on 
the second Sunday of Lent. What does it 
mean? In the second reading (Romans 
8:31-34) St Paul writes that the Lord 
"will transfigure these wretched bodies of 
ours into copies of his glorious body." 
The Transfiguration, then—whatever 
we discover it to mean—is not only 
about Jesus but also about us. It needs 
to make some discernible difference to 
us today. 

There was the everyday Jesus who was 
well known to his friends; and then the-
re was the moment when they scarcely 
recognised him, so transformed—
transfigured—was he. Divinity shone 
through him, revealing depths that they 
had never imagined. Can this happen 
only to Jesus? When the little girl was 
asked what a saint was, she replied 
(thinking of the stained glass windows in 
the church), "A person that the light 
shines through." Can this be more than 
an image? Can it also be a reality? Could 
you and I let the light through? We may 
be too aware of our wretchedness to 
feel at ease with thoughts like that. But 
it is just these "wretched bodies of ours" 
that are the material of transfiguration, 
according to St Paul. 

In a poem called The sunrise ruby, Jelalud-
din Rumi (1207-1273) the Sufi mystic, 
imagines a girl speaking with her be-
loved. 

'Do you love me or yourself more? 

Really, tell the absolute truth.' 

He says, 'There's nothing left of me. 

THE TRANSFIGURATION 

OF THE LORD 

PRIOR AND PARISH ADMINISTRATOR : Fr Donal Roche OP; PARISH SISTER: Sr Noelle Jennings OP,  

DEACON: Br Eamonn Moran OP, CURATE: Fr Robert Reguła OP 

Phone: 4048100; email: parish@stmarys-tallaght.ie; website: www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 


