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write beautiful poems about the moon 

lost all his talent when he became im-

poverished.  He saw nothing but chapatti 

whenever he looked at the moon.  Jesus 

was hungry, but he saw beyond his own 

hunger; he would become a provider of 

food for the hungry.  (A good man is not 

tempted by evil but by goodness.)  Soon 

however he saw that this was not exactly 

what God was asking of him.  

The second temptation was to fa-

me.  Many false prophets had attempted 

to attract notice by doing spectacular 

feats.  Jesus countered this by saying, 

equivalently, “One doesn’t play games 

with God.”  

The third temptation was power.  As a 

Jew he knew what power did to people; 

every day of his life he saw the Roman 

Empire at work.  He knew that Roman 

emperors were ‘deified’ -  proclaimed 

gods  -  after their death; to Jews, who 

had a profound sense of the unity of 

God, this practice was an abomination.  

Jesus rejected all these possibilities.  The 

gospel text doesn’t tell us at that point 

what he chose to do, but the rest of his 

life made it plain.  He chose the way of 

love, which is deep, unspectacular, and 

powerless.  

Every First Communicant is driven into 

the desert sooner or later and has to face 

these temptations.  The Church at large 

has to face them and be tested by 

them.  “In the evening of life you will be 

tested in love,” wrote St John of the 

Cross.  That is the hardest test of all.  

Read full commentary by + Fr. Donagh O’Shea OP 
at www.goodnews.ie 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1395.00 
Share: €593.00 
Envelope: €165.00 

EARTHQUAKES IIN TURKEY 
AND SYRIA 
Archbishop Farrell has asked that a Spe-
cial Collection be taken up this Sunday 
in support of the people affected by the 
recent earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. 
This Collection will replace the Share 
Collection. 

N E O C A T E C H U M E N A T E 
CHURCH GATE COLLECTION 

 

Stations of the Cross for Lent each 
Monday evening in this Church starting 
at 7.30pm. All are welcome. 

SUNDAY WORD GROUP 
A meeting for anyone interested in re-
flecting on next Sunday’s Readings for 
Mass will be held in the Large Parlour of 
the Priory this Wednesday, 1st March, 
starting at 8.00pm. The meeting will be 
led by a member of the Parish Team 
and will end at 9.00pm. All are welcome. 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Friday next 3rd March is the First Friday 
of the month. Holy Communion will be 
brought to the sick and housebound on 
that morning. Let us know if there is 
someone not already on our list that you 
think should be. 

TROCAIRE BOXES 
Envelopes with Trocaire fast Boxes 
available at back of Church. Your con-
tributions enables Trocaire to continue 
humanitarian relief in places of need. 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Your prayers are requested for the re-
pose of the soul of Vincent Prior, Bel-
gard, whose funeral was from this 
Church the week before last.  

invites you to the Community After-
noon on Sunday 12th of March 2023 at 
2.00pm-4.00pm. 

A First Communicant, hands joined, 

white prayer-book, rosette, no front te-

eth: a very image of innocence.  But it is 

only a moment, soon past.  They grow 

teeth, in every sense.  They become tee-

nagers and adults.  Yet somehow that 

early image persists, as if it represented 

some ideal state of humanity, and to 

grow up were to fall away from perfec-

tion.  Whole civilisations have similar 

dreams of a past Golden Age, but it is 

never more than a dream.  

“People who have not suffered, what do 

they know?” said Henry Suso in the 14th 

century.  Suffering, in a broad sense, is 

just experience: in that sense, life is 

suffering.  Life is a crucible of experience 

in which everything that is not real is 

burnt away.  If Jesus was to be credibly 

human he had to suffer like us.  He was 

not an eternal First Communicant; he 

was “made perfect through suffer-

ing”.  The words of the Lord, the Psalm 

says, are “silver from the furnace, seven 

times refined” (Psalm 11); the Word ma-

de flesh was put to the test (“tempted”, 

in Scriptural language) in the fiery Judean 

desert. 

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert 

to find out what he was made of.  Mark’s 

gospel puts it more strongly: “the Spirit 

drove him out into the de-

sert” (1:12).  The first temptation was 

“to turn these stones into loaves of bre-

ad.”  A hungry man sees bread eve-

rywhere.  An Indian poet who used to 
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