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is being fulfilled.  A law is a means to an 

end; but if the end is being subverted by 

the law, then it is no longer a law.  This 

is the revolutionary teaching of St 

Thomas Aquinas.  Law, he said, is an act 

of reason (ordering a means to an end), 

not an act of will.  Law is not the grip of 

someone’s power over you, but guidance 

for your mind.  It subverts neither your 

mind nor your will, but guides you along 

a path.  It does not take away your free-

dom, but supports, enlightens and de-

fends it.  This is how there can be such a 

thing as the law of God.  It makes us 

open our eyes, not close them.  Strict-

ness is not the essence of law; the es-

sence of law is seeing.  Jesus told the 

Pharisees they were "the blind leading 

the blind" (Mt 15:14).  

"Unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees," Jesus said, 
"you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven."   For 'exceeds', another transla-
tion says 'goes deeper than'.  A shallow 
religion has to compensate for lack of 
depth by excessive strictness; and it tries 
in advance to make rules for every possi-
ble situation.  Konrad Lorenz gave a 
memorable description of the little semi-
blind creature, the water newt, that 
makes its way around by memory rather 
than sight.  A superficial religion is like 
this.  We pay a heavy price for refusing 
to open our eyes. 
 

Read full commentary by + Fr. Donagh O’Shea OP 
at www.goodnews.ie 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1136 
Share: €783 
Envelope: €530 
Lourdes Novena-Sunday Mass: €350 

 
will be taken up after each mass today. 

ANNUAL COLLECTION 
+FOR ACCORD 
The Annual Collection for ACCORD 
Dublin, the Diocesan Agency for Mar-
riage and the Family, will be made at all 
Masses on the weekend 11 & 12 Febru-
ary 2023. It will replace the Share Col-
lection. 

ACCORD  Dublin throughout the Di-
ocese offers: 

• Marriage Preparation courses - 
online, small groups 

• Counselling for couples and individu-
als experiencing difficulties in their 
relationships, currently online or by 
phone. 

• A Relationship and Sexuality Pro-
gramme for schools. 

SUNDAY WORD GROUP 
A meeting for anyone interested in re-
flecting on next Sunday’s Readings for 
Mass will be held in the Large Parlour 
of the Priory this Wednesday, 15th 
February, starting at 8.00pm. The 
meeting will be led by a member of the 
Parish Team and will end at 9.00pm. 
All are welcome. 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Maura Healy, Balrothery, formerly a 
Eucharistic Minister in this Church, 
whose funeral was during the week.  

THE MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA 
(WHITE FATHERS) 
The White Fathers were founded in 
Algeria in 1868 to be witnesses of 
God’s love to the Muslim population of 
North Africa. Today they are present in 
24 African and Middle Eastern coun-
tries. Some of their members will be 
visiting us next Sunday to tell us about 
their work and to look for our help and 
support. 

In today's reading, Jesus might appear to 

be exceeding even the Pharisees in 

strictness of interpretation of the 

Law.  "Until heaven and earth pass 

away, not one letter, not one stroke of a 

letter, will pass from the law until all is 

accomplished."  Many Christians (and 

others) have a core feeling that religion 

is essentially about strictness and re-

straint; and so they feel that the more 

rigid they are, the more religious.  Of 

course there is a place for strictness and 

restraint, but it is not the first 

place.  Without wishing to trivialise this, 

one could imagine a driver who rigidly 

observed all the rules of the road, but 

drove "without due care and atten-

tion."  It would be hard to imagine Jesus 

on the side of the Pharisees; so we have 

to read this passage very carefully.  

"Do not think that I have come to abol-

ish the law or the prophets; I have come 

not to abolish but to fulfil."  When is a 

law perfectly fulfilled?  When it is ob-

served to the letter?  Hardly.  The 

scribes and Pharisees adhered to the 

letter of the Law, yet Jesus accused them 

of “setting aside the commands of God 

and clinging to human traditions” (Mk 

7:8).  A law is being fulfilled, surely, 

when the purpose for which it was made 
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