
St. Mary`s Dominican Priory - Tallaght,  4th Sunday of the year (A) , 29th JAN 2023 

in every age. Even the Old Testament 

would tell us that success and victory 

and wealth are so innocently desirable 

that they are signs of God’s favo-

ur. Today we leave God out of the equa-

tion and go for the thing ourselves. We 

are better organised, that’s all.  But in 

the Gospel, and crucially in the Beatitu-

des, we have a much more subtle and a 

deeper understanding; you could say that 

the Gospel takes account of the para-

doxical and tragic side of life. It tells us 

that wealth and success often destroy 

people; that it is often through our very 

strength that we fall (Judas was good at 

buying and selling, and he ended by sel-

ling his Lord). The other side of it is that 

defeat and failure can be a profound 

victory (Jesus was defeated on the cross, 

but God raised him up). 

In a way, the first Beatitude contains all 

the rest. One of Meister Eckhart's most 

famous sermons is on this Beatitude. He 

said that poverty of spirit is even more 

fundamental than love. Strange saying 

for a Christian!  But what he meant was 

that without poverty of spirit you cannot 

love as Christ loved. The ego knows 

about love, but only self-love and love 

of one’s own circle (extended self-

love). It knows nothing of the spirit of 

Christ. 

Read full commentary by Fr. Donagh O’Shea 

at www.goodnews.ie. 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1495 
Share: €617 
Envelopes: €415 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Friday next 3rd February is the First 
Friday of the month. Holy Communion 
will be brought to the sick and house-

bound on that morning. Let us know if 
there is someone not already on our list 
that you think should be. 

LOURDES NOVENA 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Please pray for the repose of the souls 
of Jeannette Whelan, Oldbawn, , 
whose funeral was from this Church 
during the week. 

The sermon on the mount is the heart of 

the Gospel, and the Beatitudes are the 

heart of the sermon on the mount.  Here 

is to be seen the focused image of the 

Christian life.  Here in fact is the face of 

Christ himself. (…) Not to read and study 

the Beatitudes is not to read and study the 

face of Christ.  

When I was a child I could tell you what 

was commanded and forbidden by each 

of the ten commandments, and what else 

was commanded and forbidden by each 

of them - even though I didn’t under-

stand what many of the words meant. 

“Rash judgment, calumny and detrac-

tion” were illnesses, I thought -  like 

measles, chicken pox and mumps (the 

word ‘rash’ put me off on the wrong 

track). But I have no memory at all of 

the Beatitudes. We never learned what 

was forbidden or commanded by any of 

them, nor even recommended. This, as I 

now suppose, is because it was so much 

easier to handle codified laws than dee-

per matters of the spirit. (…) 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”  This 

was entirely counter-cultural, and still 

is. It is a challenge in every age. Today’s 

popular culture is about getting ahead 

and winning and becoming rich; and 

after rich, famous. It is more about 

appearances than reality. This is not ex-

ceptional; it is the normal life of the ego 
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NOTICES 

READ OUR WEBPAGE 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

facebook.com/stmarystallaght 
twitter.com/stmarystallaght 

Blessed are you 
3rd – 11th February 2023 

• Fri-Sat (3rd-4th Feb): Masses at 10.00am 

• Sunday (5th Feb): Mass with the Sacra-

ment of the sick at 3.00pm 

• Mon-Sat (6th-11th Feb): Masses at 

10.00am 

Preacher: Fr Francis Lynch OP 
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