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decision: he needed help. That was his 

very first project. He recruited two sets 

of brothers. 

Where did he go to enlist? He sought 

out ordinary men and women where 

they actually were working. Later, these 

would include Mary Magdalene and 

some women who would travel around 

with the initial group. What did he offer? 

A change of work — you will be “fishers 

of men” rather than of fish. What will you 

get from me in return? At this moment, 

nothing but you will have to give up 

absolutely everything: father, family, 

livelihood (boat and nets) and anything 

else that might hinder what I want from 

you! What I need is complete and per-

fect renunciation. And all four agreed 

immediately!  

Read full commentary by + Fr. Paschal Tiernan 

at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1400 
Share: €590 
Envelopes: €115 

CHRISTIAN UNITY 
The Annual Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity began on 18th Jan. The theme this 
year is „Do good, seek justice” (Isaiah 
1:17). There will be an Ecumenical Servi-
ce in the Church of St. Matin de Porres, 
Old Bawn, on Monday, 23rd January, 
starting at 7.30pm. All are welcome. 

COFFEE MORNING 
All are welcome this coming Wed., 25th 
Jan (10.30 – 12.00) to enjoy a pleasant 
morning with light refreshments in the 
Priory.  

TALLAGHT CHORAL SOCIETY 
Will hold a lovely concert „Better is Pea-
ce” featuring Jenkins-The Armed Man 
and other peace anthems on Friday 27th 
January. Venue: Terenure Collego Chapel 
at 8.00pm. Tickets €20 at the door or 
text 0851259907 to reserve. 

LOURDES NOVENA 
3rd-11th February 2023. 
Preacher Fr. Francis Lynch OP 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 

12th JANUARY 2023 

Christmas celebration review: 

The flowers on the altar, the Christmas 

advent wreath and the Christmas cere-

monies received a lot of compliments, as 

did the crib and the carol service.  

Church sound system: 

Br Eamon reported to the group that he 

had contacted a sound system engineer 

to improve the sound in our church. 

This will be followed up in the coming 

weeks. 

Contactless donations 

Installation of the AIB cashless Tap Ma-

chine in the church porch is being consi-

dered. 

Build Hope, next step: 

Our parish has been partnered with St. 

Dominic's, St. Aengus’s and the Parish of 

Kilnamanagh – Castleview. A joint mee-

ting of the PPC chairs and Parish teams 

will be arranged soon. 

If you could spare a couple of hours every 6 

weeks would you consider joining your PPC... 

Matthew’s Gospel begins with the first 

two chapters telling us Who Jesus is, 

How he came to be born, Where he was 

born and From Where he came, the Flight 

into Egypt. Chapter three tells us about 

the mission of John the Baptist prepar-

ing for Jesus. Chapter four begins with 

Jesus’ preparatory retreat, as we might 

call it, that is the Temptation in the wil-

derness where he encountered and over-

came the devil. 

This present passage is the commence-

ment of his ministry. His first activity is 

to move house to a better place for con-

tact with more people and to have a 

more convenient centre for easy move-

ment around the Holy Land, especially 

by sea. He also makes a very definite 

decision: he is not going to minister ex-

clusively among the Jews, as they would 

expect but will be open to the Gentiles.  

He plunged immediately into his preach-

ing, sharing two essential points: he 

came to establish the Kingdom of Heav-

en and the way to prepare for this was 

by repentance. People were well 

groomed for this by John the Baptist. 

Jesus had overcome the devil; now he 

was inviting people to change the devil’s 

way (sin) of living and join him in the 

new kingdom or reign of God. 

Once he let it be known what his pur-

pose was, he undertook another major 
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NOTICES 

You will be 

“fishers of  men”  

http://www.stmarys-tallaght.ie/

