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An hour of  truth 

Prayer has been called “an hour of 

truth.”  But it has to be the truth, the 

whole truth and nothing but the truth. No 

doubt the Pharisee was telling the truth: 

he was living an upright life, he was doing 

everything he claimed to be doing. But he 

was not praying; he was giving God an 

inventory of his good deeds: “I fast twice 

a week, I give 10% of my income….” At 

any rate he could not be accused of having 

a low self-image. He prefaced his remarks 

by saying, “God, I thank you that I am 

not like other people: thieves, rogues, 

adulterers….” His high opinion of himself 

depended on his low opinion of others.  

Yes, we have to wear that cap and see if it 

fits. Most of us would be too clever to 

boast openly of the things we do, but 

there are subtle ways of putting others 

down in order to make ourselves appear 

better

 

We live nowadays in a culture of suspi-

cion. There is a generalised suspicion that 

goodness is hypocritical. This clears the 

coast for anyone who wants to belittle 

others and what they do. The trouble is 

that there's a half-truth in it. A lot of 

‘virtues’ actually come from the opposite 

of virtue; they are attempts to prove that I 

am not what I am. Cowards become dare-

devils, lonely people become gregarious, 

weak people look for subtle ways of get-

ting power. ‘Virtues’ can be over-reactions 

to the unpalatable truth of what 

 

But what a dead-end this suspicion is!  I 

may appear very clever if I am able to un-

mask false virtue, but if it means that I 

don’t believe in virtue any more, then I am 

the real loser. What drives me now is not a 

passion for truth and 

 

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” is the 

sincerest form of prayer: it is the truth, the 

whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

Fr. Donagh O’Shea OP  

www.godnews.ie 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1,178.00 
Share: €396.00  
Envelope: €52.00 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 
This weekend parishes worldwide cele-
brate World Mission Sunday. The kind-
ness shown will help overseas missionar-
ies to continue to share the love of God 
with some of the world’s most marginal-
ised and vulnerable people. Thank you 
for supporting in whatever way you can, 
and please remember it is more than an 

appeal for financial help. Missionaries 
also need spiritual support. On World 
Mission Sunday missionaries take great 
strength in knowing that the faithful of 
the world are keeping them in their 
thoughts and prayers. Help right now. 
Donate €4.00 by texting the word 
‘Mission’ to 50300. Alternatively donate 
at www.missio. Ie or call Missio Ireland 
on 014972035. To learn more go to 
www.missio.ie. 

BUILDING HOPE GATHERING 

The Archbishop has started a programme 
of renewal for each parish in Dublin called 
Building Hope. It is a follow on from 
the Synodal Pathway meetings earlier in the 
year started by Pope Francis for the whole 
Catholic world and that will be concluded 
next year. This programme is aiming to 
bring renewal of our Faith and practice 
into our own parish and diocese. 

 

• the small number of priests, 

• the fall in attendance of people at mass, 

We will have a gathering on Thursday 
10th November in the church from 7 30 
pm to 9 pm with a break for a cuppa. It 
will be about the renewal of the Priory 
Parish. All are very welcome. We encour-
age you to say the Building Hope Prayer. It 
is available on the table at the back of the 
church.  There is also a survey about the 
parish - its population and church attend-
ance - on display in the church porch. 

TRIDUUM IN HONOUR OF 
ST. MARTIN DE PORRES 
St. Aengus Church, 2nd-4th Novem-
ber (Wed-Fri) at 10 am. Healing Mass on 
Friday. Preacher: Fr. Atanasio Florez 
Molina OP. All are Welcome.  
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NOTICES 

READ OUR WEBPAGE 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

facebook.com/stmarystallaght 
twitter.com/stmarystallaght 


