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Pray always 

and not lose heart.  

There is a puzzle here. “I tell you, God 

will quickly grant justice to them

 

It isn’t about God, it is about us. I once 

knew someone who would never accept 

an invitation until he had been asked 

twice. He said he wanted to make sure 

that the invitation wasn’t given out of 

mere politeness. This probably freed up 

his diary remarkably, but he was happy 

to know that he was wanted when he 

was invited a second time. We wouldn’t 

want to say that God is being precious 

when God lets us ask again and 

again. But there is a parallel all the 

same. I'm afraid we do often ask God 

for things out of mere politeness and for 

the sake of good form. In the ‘Prayers 

of the Faithful’ at Mass, especially, we 

slip easily into this. “For the poor, the 

old, the lonely….” How could we take 

in such a vast swath of human misery in 

one smooth phrase? I imagine God 

s imply unabl e  t o  hear  smooth 

phrases. God listens to the heart, and 

there is often no echo of heart in the 

things we pray for.  

We don’t really want what we pray 

for. We want half of it. We want the bit 

that will make us comfortable. Or we 

want to be rid of the things that chal-

lenge us, the very things we prayed for 

yesterday, thinking they would make us 

comfortable. So we have to ask many 

times before we know what we want, or 

before we know with our whole being 

that we want it. Would I go through fire 

and water for it? If not, I don’t really 

want it; I would like it but I don’t want 

it. It is the difference between starving 

and being ready for your supper. If I 

really wanted it, God would give it im-

mediately, granting that it was God's 

providence for me. “Truly I tell you, if 

you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 

and thrown into the sea,’ and if you do 

not doubt in your heart, but believe that 

what you say will come to pass, it will be 

done for you” (Mark 11:23).  

We want half of what we ask for, be-

cause we want to remain in control. If 

we threw ourselves fully behind some-

thing we would feel too vulnerable. We 

don’t want to lose our grip. But faith 

means losing our grip, entrusting our-

selves, not just a few details of our affairs, 

to God.  

Fr. Donagh O’Shea OP  

www.godnews.ie 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1,172.00 
Share: €421.00  
Envelope: €100.00 

SUNDAY WORD GROUP 
A meeting for anyone interested in re-
flecting on next Sunday’s Readings for 
Mass will be held in the Large Parlour 
of the Priory this Wednesday, 19th 
October, starting at 8.00pm. The 
meeting will be led by a member of the 
Parish Team and will end at 9.00pm. 
All are welcome. 

BUILDING HOPE MEETING 
There will be a meeting for anyone in-
terested in the future of this parish - 
Tallaght, St. Mary’s - in the Church 
here on Thursday, 10th November, 
from 7.30pm to 9.00pm. The meeting 
will be part of the Building Hope process 
currently taking place throughout the 
Dublin Archdiocese. 

Next weekend we will celebrate World 
Mission Sunday, the Holy Father’s an-
nual appeal to support overseas mission 
and missionaries. Since the pandemic, 
there have been less people physically 
attending Mass, meaning less offerings 
in the basket. The implications for 
overseas missionaries and the commu-
nities they serve over the coming 
months will be very challenging. You 
can help right now. Please donate €4.00 
by texting the word ‘Mission’ to 50300. 
Alternatively donate at www.missio.ie 
or call Missio on 014972035. To learn 
more go to www.missio.ie. 
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NOTICES 

READ OUR WEBPAGE 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

facebook.com/stmarystallaght 
twitter.com/stmarystallaght 


