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A DEEPER MEANING 

So many see this Gospel passage 

as a lesson on good manners and 

etiquette. How false that is! When 

the Samaritan saw that he was 

healed he recognised this as the 

work of God by Jesus and he did 

four things: he “turned back, prais-

ing God with a loud voice; and he fell on 

his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him 

thanks”. 

To “turn back” in the Bible is a 

way of referring to changing the 

direction of one’s life, one’s life 

style. These words are telling us 

that the Samaritan had more than 

a physical healing; he had an inte-

rior and spiritual healing as well. 

The Jews regarded Samaritans as 

sinners. This man turns round the 

direction of his life and heads 

back to find Jesus. As he goes he 

“praises God at the top of his voice”. 

No half–measures here; he is pub-

licly declaring to the world that he 

has had a cleansing from sin. His 

flesh was cleansed but his interior 

self had also been cleansed. He is 

a new man. Jesus declares so: 

“Your faith has saved you”. 

Jesus asked “where are the other 

nine?” He was not seeking grati-

tude. He had more to give them, 

as he gave to the Samaritan, and 

he wondered where they were so 

that he might gift them with faith. 

They took their religion so much 

for granted they felt no need to 

come back to Jesus. 

The Samaritan worshipped Jesus 

by throwing himself at his feet. He 

gave thanks. I see in this a refer-

ence to the Mass, the Eucharist or 

Thanksgiving and a gentle hint to 

us about the importance of regular 

Eucharistic worship. 

Read full commentary by + Fr. Paschal Tiernan OP 

at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie. 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1,1183.00 
Share: €1645.00 (Rosary Sunday) 
Envelope: €50.00 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
COLLECTION 
after each mass today. 

FAMILY MASS (10.00am) 
Family Mass was resumed last Sunday. 
Separate Liturgy of the Word for chil-
dren in the Aula Magna during the 

Mass. Parents welcome to accompany 
children. 

ANNUAL DOMINICAN 
PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK 
We ask God’s blessing on our Annual 
Dominican Pilgrimage to Knock. 

The Bus from the Priory is due back in 
Tallaght Village around 10.15pm this 
Sunday Evening. 

SUNDAY WORD GROUP 

A meeting for anyone interested in re-
flecting on next Sunday’s Readings for 
Mass will be held in the Large Parlour 
of the Priory this Wednesday, 12th Oc-
tober, starting at 8.00pm. The meeting 
will be led by a member of the Parish 
Team and will end at 9.00pm. All are 
welcome. 
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