
Parish Notices 

St. Mary`s Dominican Priory - Tallaght,  4th  Sunday of Lent (C) , 27th MARCH 2022 

RESPONSE TO UKRAINE CRISIS 
Parishes have been contacting the Archdi-
ocese with offers of possible accommoda-
tion for Ukrainian refugees. The Irish Red 
Cross has launched an online portal where 
offers of accommodation can be submit-
ted. The address of the portal is: regis-
terofpledges.redcross.ie 

SPECIAL MASS 
Special Mass in Holy Rosary Church, Old 
Court Avenue, this Monday, 28th March, 
at 7.30pm. The Mass will be hosted by 
small faith communities (parish cells) based 
in the St. Martin’s and Bohernabreena 
closter of parishes 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We appeal to people coming for Holy 
Communion to receive on the hand only. 
Receiving on the tongue is contrary to 
public health advice. The Covid19 pan-
demic is far from over! 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of 
Tom Whitney, Rathfarnham, and Paggy 
Nugent, Tallaght, whose funerals were 
from this church during the week. 

LENTEN PENITENTIAL SERVICE 
Tuesday, 12th April, 7.30pm, St. Mary’s 
Priory, Tallaght. 

PRIOR AND PARISH ADMINISTRATOR : Fr Donal Roche OP; PARISH SISTER: Sr Noelle Jennings OP 
DEACON: Br Eamonn Moran OP, CURATE: Fr Robert Reguła OP 

Phone: 4048100; email: parish@stmarys-tallaght.ie 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

COLLECTIONS  
Offertory: €1340 
Share: €294 
Envelope: €1830 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
FOR UKRAINE 
The Irish Bishops have asked for a a Spe-
cial Collection (replacing Share Collection) 
to be taken up at Masses on the weekend 
of 26/27 March to support humanitarian 
efforts in Ukraine and especially the fami-
lies and children who have had to flee their 
homeland in advance of the Russian inva-
sion. The proceeds of this Special Collec-
tion will be directed to Caritas International-
is, which is the helping hand of the Church 
on the ground in the Ukraine and the sur-
rounding region. Please be as generous as 
you can. Thank you. 

READ OUR WEBPAGE 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

facebook.com/stmarystallaght 
twitter.com/stmarystallaght 

PARISH & CHURCH NEWS; 
TIMES FOR CHURCH SERVICES 

 

The parable of the father and two sons is 

most frequently called “The Prodigal Son”. 

He occupies verses 11 to 24. He has no 

active part to play in the second part, ver-

ses 25 to 32, which deal with the elder 

brother. The central figure is the father 

who dominates the entire parable. He is 

entirely wrapped up in his family of two 

sons and he loves both passionately. 

Both sons share the sin of selfishness and 

each lives for himself. Neither shows any 

great personal love for the father. Both are 

prepared to use him. 

There is no doubt that the parable is prima-

rily about the love, mercy and compassion 

of God the Father, represented by “the 

father”. It is unfortunate that because of 

his false preconceived ideas the elder son 

cannot understand his father’s love for 

both sons or how he could show mercy to 

the younger, with whom he did not agree. 

It is also unfortunate that so many people 

cannot understand, and perhaps do not 

even try to understand, how God the Fa-

ther can love them as he does 

What are the characteristics of “the father”? 

He loves each son deeply and cannot do 

enough for both. We can say that he lives 

for both and does not show more preferen-

ce for one over the other. He desires 

nothing more than to have each live with 

him and be a united family. Unfortunately 

that is not how both sons perceive their 

relationship with the father. While they 

admit that they are sons they regard themse-

lves as servants, indeed slaves. The younger 

returns home to be a slave; the elder regards 

his years of living at home as no better than 

slavery. 

The father does not reprimand or find fault 

with either son on returning home. He wel-

comes both and treats each with tenderness. 

When one has left him the father never 

gives up hope of his return but waits patien-

tly. When both come home he celebrates 

lavishly because he is so overjoyed. 

We can be like the sons. One dissipated his 

father’s gifts; the other ignored the gifts he 

had received from his father, was unfor-

giving and had no reason to be other than 

jealous over some perceived hurt 

It is worth recalling that we can be God’s 

children only when we have his characteri-

stics. From this parable we learn that like 

our Father we must love God’s children 

including the sinners and those who have 

separated themselves from him. Like our 

Father we must keep seeking for the return 

and give an outstanding welcome when that 

happens. “We must celebrate and rejoice”. 

Read full commentary by +Fr. Paschal Tiernan OP 

at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie. 

MORE LIKE YOUNGER 
OR OLDER? 


