
Parish Notices 

St. Mary`s Dominican Priory - Tallaght,  3rd  Sunday of Lent (C) , 20th MARCH 2022 

ence of Church. 

Come yourself and invite for the meeting 
your family members, friends and neigh-
bours.  

PRIOR AND PARISH ADMINISTRATOR : Fr Donal Roche OP; PARISH SISTER: Sr Noelle Jennings OP 
DEACON: Br Eamonn Moran OP, CURATE: Fr Robert Reguła OP 

Phone: 4048100; email: parish@stmarys-tallaght.ie 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

COLLECTIONS (06.03.22) 
Offertory: €1275 
Share: €410 
Envelope: €185 

INVITATION FOR THE SYNODAL 
GATHERING - MON 21ST MARCH 
In preparation for the Synod to be held in 
Rome next year, Pope Francis has asked all 
parishes to organise gatherings. During 
these gatherings, people are asked to share 
and to listen to each other and to the Holy 
Spirit. 

The gathering for St. Dominic’s and St. 
Mary’s Parishes is fixed for Monday, 21st 
March at 7.30pm, in the Maldron Hotel, 
Tallaght, .  

We will talk about what brings hope and 
what brings fear or anxiety in our experi-
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SYNOD PRAYER 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong 
path 

nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 

and not stray from the way of truth 
and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, 
who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 

GOD OF 
COMPASSION 

One of the most consoling thoughts in 
the Bible is the verse which occurs 
thirty–eight times. So I have been told 
but never checked. This verse is how 
God describes himself. If it occurs so 
often God must really want this as the 
way he wishes to be best known and 
remembered. The verse, in more or 
less the same words each time, is: “God 
is a God of mercy and compassion, slow to 
anger and rich in kindness”. 

Could anything be more welcome that 
those words? How they describe the 
one characteristic we want from God 
more than anything else! 

This message is expressed in the cur-
rent Sunday Gospel in a parable that 
describes this mercy and compassion. 
The owner of the vineyard where the 
fig tree is growing fruitlessly for three 
years after reaching the age of maturity 
to bear fruit is interested in have a 
plant that will bring him fruit so he is 
quite willing to destroy a useless tree. 
Not so the vine dresser who represents 
Jesus. He desires another chance to 
bring the tree to fruit–bearing. He in-
tends to pay special attention to it and 
help it. 

Did the fig tree bear fruit that year? We 

are not told, nor were we meant to be 
told. Each of us has to answer that que-
stion for himself/herself. If we are not 
bearing fruit in the vineyard of the 
Lord, if we are sinners, we are given 
every chance to reform our lives and do 
something about it. If we reform and 
bear fruit we are rewarded by God. But 
if we do not embrace the opportunities 
given us by God, then we must be pre-
pared to take the consequence and be 
cut down. Speaking in a human way we 
can say that we will not be as disappo-
inted in our failure as Jesus who has 
such an interest in our spiritual welfare 
and happiness. 

God’s gift is his mercy that gives us 
time to repent. He is the God of the 
Second Chance. 

 
Read full commentary by +Fr. Paschal Tiernan 

at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 


