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human beings can experience life, peace, 
justice, and love. 
Meditation 

In this fragile and uncertain world, we look 

for a light, a ray of hope from afar. In the 

midst of evil, we long for goodness. Our 

confidence rests in the God we worship. 

God, in wisdom, enabled us to hope for 

divine intervention; but we had not antici-

pated that God’s intervention would be a 

person, and that the Lord himself would be 

the light in our midst. This exceeded all our 

expectations.  

In the midst of humanity’s darkness, the 

star from the East shone. The star’s light 

was not only an illumination at a particular 

historical moment, but it continues to shine 

and change the face of human history. De-

spite the vicissitudes of history, the Risen 

One continues to shine, moving within the 

flow of history like a beacon guiding all into 

this perfect light and overcoming the dark-

ness which separates us from one another. 

The desire to overcome the darkness that 

separates us compels us to pray and work 

for Christian unity. 

Prayer 

Lord God, illumine our path by the light of 

Christ who moves us and leads us. Guide us 

to discover a small manger in our hearts 

where a great light still sleeps. Creator of light, 

we thank you for the gift of that unfading 

Star, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. Heal 

our divisions and draw us closer to the Light 

that we may find our unity in him. Amen. 

www.weekofprayer.org; www.irishchurches.org  
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The theme for the 2022 Week of Prayer is 
‘We saw the star in the East, and we 
came to worship him’, taken from the 
account of the visit of the magi to pay 
homage to the infant king. It is a call to 
unity, of those from the North and the 
South, from the East and from the West, 
old and young, men and women. The Magi 
have sometimes been seen as a symbol of the 
world’s diversity – different religions and cul-
tures – that comes to pay homage to the 
Christ–child. The story might therefore repre-
sent the unity of all created that God desires. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 
2022 has been prepared by the churches of 
the Middle East, the history of which was, 
and still is, characterised by conflict and 
strife, tainted with blood and darkened by 
injustice and oppression. The Christians of 
the Middle East offer these resources con-
scious that the world shares many of the 
travails and much of the difficulties that it 
experiences and yearns for a light to lead 
the way to the Saviour who is the light that 
overcomes darkness. 

Serving the Gospel today requires a com-
mitment to the human being, especially the 
poorest, the weakest and those marginal-
ised. It requires from the churches transpar-
ency and accountability in dealing with the 
world, and with each other. This means 
churches need to cooperate to provide re-
lief to the afflicted, to welcome the dis-
placed, to relieve the burdened, and to 
build a just and honest society. This is a call 
for churches to work together so that 
young people can build a good future ac-
cording to God’s heart, a future in which all 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
18-25 January 

 

Today’s Gospel alerts us to the fact that 
many of the words have deeper meanings 
than might at first appear. For example, 
wedding feast, wine, water, glory, hour, 
mother of Jesus, Woman are but some of 
the words that need to be interpreted as 
used by John in this passage. 
Four times Mary is called “the mother of 
Jesus”. We are already fully aware of that 
title. What is added is that as his mother 
Mary has a unique role as she brings re-
quests to him, which she did on behalf of 
the bridegroom. 
John does not call “the mother of Jesus” by 
her name Mary at any time. But he does 
have Jesus address her as “Woman”, here 
at Cana and again at the foot of the Cross 
where both terms are used. There is an ob-
vious link with Eve, “the mother of all the 
living”. Mary is the new Eve, the mother of 
all Jesus’ family of new life. The first Eve 
encouraged Adam to give way to tempta-
tion and death; the second Eve encouraged 
her son to obtain everlasting life for people. 
It is consoling that Mary intercedes for us 
as our mother, given specially as his last 
bequest on the Cross and she approaches 
him not as a servant but as his mother.  
Next, Mary gave advice to the servants who 
represent us. She said, “Do whatever he 
tells you”. There is no better guideline we 
could receive. As St. Thomas says, “perfect 
holiness is obeying Christ in all things”. 

+Fr. Paschal Tiernan OP 
Read full commentary at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 
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