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PARISH & CHURCH NEWS; 
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COMMENTARY ON 

SUNDAY GOSPEL 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1243 
Share: €491 
Envelope: €15 

PETER’S PENCE 
The annual Peter’s Pence collection takes 
place on the Sunday nearest to the Feast 
of SS Peter and Paul.   This year it is held 
Today (3rd/4th July). The Peter’s Pence 
Collection provides Pope Francis with 
the funds he needs to carry out his chari-
table works around the world. This 
year’s Peter’s Pence collection will re-
place the second collection for Share. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Please, help us with sanitising the church 
after Mass.  
You can also help as a steward 
(monitoring number of people in church 
and guiding people to seats). 

CLEANING OF CHURCH 
ON THURSDAY MORNINGS 
More helpers needed. 
The work starts after the 10.00 am Mass 
on Thursdays. Feel free to come on 
Thursday and give it a try. 
COVID-19 SUPPORT LINE FOR 
OLDER PEOPLE 

ALONE manage a national support line 
and additional supports for older people 
who have concerns or are facing difficul-
ties relating to COVID-19. Professional 
staff are available to answer queries and 
give advice and reassurance where neces-
sary. The support line is open seven days 
a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 
024 

Mass Schedule 
• Weekdays – 8.00am, 10.00am and 

1.00pm 

• Saturday – 8.00am and 10.00am + Vigil 
Sunday Mass 7.30pm 

• Sunday – 8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm 
and 6.00pm 

• Polish Mass  – 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 4.30pm 

 

Confessions 
• Saturday: 10.30am to 11.30am, 7.00pm 

to 7.25pm and after Vigil Mass (in Po-
lish and English) 

• First Friday and Eves of Holy Days: 
10.30am to 11.00am 

As we read individual passages in his Go-
spel we ought to ask that question for our-
selves, ‘What aspect of Jesus is Mark put-
ting before us?’ Mark wished to impart a 
very personal understanding of Jesus’ true 
identity and, as a consequence, each reader 
could enter into a deep interpersonal rela-
tionship with him. 
Today’s Reading brings this to the fore in a 
special way. Mark had the townspeople of 
Nazareth ask five questions about Jesus. 
For them, he was a very ordinary human 
person, no different from any other villa-
ger. He was perfectly and completely hu-
man, not special or exceptional. For em-
ployment, he was a carpenter, nothing 
extraordinary. He came from a very usual 
family background: he was the son of Mary, 
a well known woman; he had a large and 
normal extended family whom everyone 
knew. The fact that there was nothing ex-
ceptional about him was, for many of them, 
a very good reason to reject him. They 
never answered their own questions. For 
them it was quite clear that no one from 
their village could have extraordinary wis-
dom and power. That he might have divine 
wisdom and power was so ridiculous, they 
never gave it a thought. For them, when he 
spoke, he spoke as a carpenter; he spoke 
like any of the other villagers, a very ordina-
ry fellow. (…) 
The villagers of Nazareth did not reject 
what Jesus said or did; they simply ignored 
his words and miracles because they were 
not willing to accept him. It was Jesus that 

they rejected. For them it was not a matter 
of judging what was said or done but who 
said it or did it. 
Already Mark had shown that the religious 
authorities were seeking to destroy Jesus 
(Mk. 3: 6). Now his own townspeople rejec-
ted him. Further scenes followed with other 
groups refusing to accept him. Mark was 
preparing his disciples and readers for the 
passion and death of Jesus. People were so 
opposed to him that they were willing to 
crucify him. After his death some people 
continued this opposition but in different 
forms. They would say many things to deny 
the crucifixion. One was that Jesus did not 
have a real body, that he was not really hu-
man. Today’s Gospel gives the witness of 
his own hostile townspeople that he was 
fully human, like themselves in every way. 
Unknowingly they became witnesses to the 
authenticity of the crucifixion and that Jesus 
is our Saviour, a reason for Mark writing his 
Gospel (Mk. 1: 1). 
 

+Fr.Paschal Tiernan OP 
read the commentary on Today’s Gospel  

at www.stmarys-tallaght. 

‘Who is this?’  


