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PARISH & CHURCH NEWS; 
TIMES FOR CHURCH SERVICES, 

COMMENTARY ON 

SUNDAY GOSPEL 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1053 
Share: €533 
Envelope: €135 

TRÓCAIRE 
So far this year, €700 has been received 
through this Church in response to 
Trócaire’s Lenten Campaign. If there ate 
any more Trócaire boxes to be handed 
in, please bring them to our Reception 
during the coming week. Hours of open-
ing: 9.00am - 6.00pm, Monday - Friday. 

 

CLEANING OF CHURCH 
ON THURSDAY MORNINGS 
More helpers needed. 
The work starts after the 10.00 am Mass 
on Thursdays. 
Feel free to come on Thursday and give 
it a try. 
 

COVID-19 SUPPORT LINE FOR 
OLDER PEOPLE 

ALONE manage a national support line 
and additional supports for older people 
who have concerns or are facing difficul-
ties relating to COVID-19. Professional 
staff are available to answer queries and 
give advice and reassurance where neces-
sary. The support line is open seven days 
a week, 8am - 8pm, by calling 0818 222 
024 

Mass Schedule 
• Weekdays – 8.00am, 10.00am and 

1.00pm 

• Saturday – 8.00am and 10.00am + Vigil 
Sunday Mass 7.30pm 

• Sunday – 8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm 
and 6.00pm 

• Polish Mass  – 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 4.30pm 

 

Confessions 
• Saturday: 10.30am to 11.30am, 7.00pm 

to 7.25pm and after Vigil Mass (in Po-
lish and English) 

• First Friday and Eves of Holy Days: 
10.30am to 11.00am 

This scene is a perfect parable of our life. 
We are crossing a stormy lake in a fragile 
boat, which is going to sink sooner or later, 
and the Lord is asleep at the back. Our bre-
ath is shortened from anxiety, but the Lord 
doesn’t even seem to notice. The storm 
may be a great public one for all to see, or 
it may be a private agony; the terror is the 
same. St Thérèse of Lisieux, for example, 
lived a life that was externally unremarka-
ble, but she knew more inner storms than 
most. "I was alone in a desert waste, or 
rather, my soul was like a fragile skiff 
tossing without a pilot in a stormy sea. I 
knew that Jesus was there, asleep in my 
little boat, but the night was too black for 
me to see him. All was darkness. Not even 
a flash of lightning pierced the clouds. The-
re's nothing reassuring about lightning, but, 
at least if the storm had burst, I should 
have been able to glimpse Jesus. But it was 
night, the dark night of the soul." People 
driving past her monastery would probably 
have said, "What a peaceful life they have 
there!" As we walk down a street we have 
no idea what private storms are raging all 
around us. 

But as St Thérèse said, Jesus was there, 
though apparently asleep. He slept a lot in 
her company, she noticed! But she made 
excuses for him: other people rarely let him 
sleep, and so he would come to her for a 
break. Anyway, she was often asleep herself 
at meditation! Behind the gentle appearan-
ce and the frequently unctuous style of wri-

ting with its repeated use of the word 'little', 
she had extraordinary fortitude. By God's 
grace, not from her own resources, she was 
able to run what she described as a giant's 
course, "une course de géant!" Because she 
had experienced the worst, she was no lon-
ger afraid of anything. (…) 

Faith is not bravado, it is a way of truth. 
Attempting to be rid of our fears usually 
only drives them into hiding, and then they 
emerge in other twisted forms. Instead of 
trying to get rid of them (how?), we have to 
live with them, learning the hard lessons 
they have to teach us. But when we look 
clearly at them they begin to loosen their 
paralysing grip. "Do not be afraid" could 
hardly mean "Pretend to be unafraid." It 
means "Even though you are trembling, 
take the path of faith." 

+ Fr.Donagh O’Shea OP 
www.goodnews.ie 

Why are you so 
frightened?  


