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PARISH & CHURCH NEWS; 
TIMES FOR CHURCH SERVICES, 

COMMENTARY ON 

SUNDAY GOSPEL 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1134 
Share: €452 
Envelope: €170 

Mass Schedule 
• Weekdays – 8.00am, 10.00am and 

1.00pm 

• Saturday – 8.00am and 10.00am + Vigil 
Sunday Mass 7.30pm 

• Sunday – 8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm 
and 6.00pm 

• Polish Mass  – 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 4.30pm 

 

Confessions 
• Saturday: 10.30am to 11.30am, 7.00pm 

to 7.25pm and after Vigil Mass (in Po-
lish and English) 

• First Friday and Eves of Holy Days: 
10.30am to 11.00am 

The great enemy of religious teaching 
is rationalism: not only the rationalism 
of the listeners, but especially that of 
teachers and preachers. As the scholar 
F.M. Cornford wrote, drawing no do-
ubt on long experience of academic 
meetings, "It is often the best policy to 
argue weakly against the side you favo-
ur." In rejecting your argument the 
others might embrace the position you 
appear to reject. Applying this, we 
might say that a good method for prea-
chers would be to argue weakly against 
faith and virtue! Without a doubt argu-
ing weakly in their favour makes scep-
tics and atheists of many. 

But there is a better and time-
honoured way of teaching, especially in 
the East. It is the story or parable. This 
is how Jesus taught. Rabbis would so-
metimes use images and tell stories, but 
it was Jesus' preferred way of teaching 
the crowds. "He did not speak to them 
except in parables". The scholars say 
that many of the 'explanations' of para-
bles given in the gospels are not "Jesus 
material," that is, they were not given 
by Jesus himself. 

An argument speaks to the mind alone, 
but a story appeals to the whole per-

son: mind and heart and imagination. If 
an argument is not understood straight 
away it is lost, but a story tends to stay 
in the memory, enlightening the mind 
and heart at a later time when the per-
son is ready to grasp its meaning. We 
are not often, certainly not always, in 
the mood to hear arguments, but we 
are always ready to hear a story or to 
look at an image. Our mind is often the 
most barricaded part of our personality, 
honed over a lifetime (it may be) for 
defence, but the imagination is usually 
more sympathetic and receptive. 

 

+ Fr.Donagh O’Shea OP 
www.goodnews.ie 

THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD 

A letter from Archbishop Dermot Far-
rell to all Leaving Certificate Students  

I wish all the 2021 Leaving Certificate stu-
dents, those who are going through the 
Predicted Grades System or sitting the 
written examination every good wish and 
God's blessings. 

This year's Leaving Certificate students 
have been challenged in their preparation 
for the Leaving Certificate by the Covid 
pandemic during the school years 2019 - 
2020, 2020 - 2021. I want to thank the 
Principals, Boards of Management, Teach-
ers, Staff, School Chaplains, Pastoral Care 
Teams for the dedicated care of our Post 
Primary Students especially this year's 
Leaving Certificate Students. 

I am grateful to Minister Foley and the 
officials of the Department of Education 
and Skills for the work and support they 
have given to this year's Leaving Certifi-
cate group. May the Holy Spirit guide and 
direct the Leaving Certificate students 
now and in all the decisions they will make 
about their future. 

I pray that Our Lady will protect you all 
and that St. Joseph, her husband, in this 
year dedicated to St. Joseph, will watch 
over you as he protected his foster son, 
Jesus. 

+ Dermot Farrell 
Archbishop of Dublin 


