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St. Mary`s Dominican Priory - Tallaght,  Pentecost Sunday (B) ,  23th May 2021 

TASK FORCE: BUILDING HOPE 
As you may already know, Archbishop Der-

mot Farrell has set up a Task Force with a 

view to preparing a plan for the future of 

the Church in the Archdiocese of Dublin. 

The Task Force has been established under 

the title “Building Hope”. Its Chairperson 

is Monsignor Ciaran O’Carroll, administra-

tor of Donnybrook Parish. 
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 DOMINICAN INFORMATION 

A French writer described the human 
spirit as “the unassailable, unchangeable, 
indestructible core, the keen point of the 
soul which alone can approach the Abso-
lute and unite itself with the Divini-
ty” (Jacqueline Kelen, La Faim de l’Âme). 
This idea of spirit as a hard inner core is 
widespread, even among people from 
whom you expect something quite diffe-
rent. Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862), 
in his famous book Walden, gave this 
account of why he went to live in a hut in 
the woods: "I went to the woods because 
I wished to live deliberately, to front only 
the essential facts of life ... I wanted to 
live deep and suck out all the marrow of 
life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as 
to put to rout all that was not life, to cut a 
broad swath and shave close, to drive life 
into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest 
terms.” Such aggressive verbs! - to front, 
to suck out, to put to rout, to cut, to 
drive, to reduce…. All this tough talk 
about a hard inner core is somehow un-
convincing. People who are sure of their 
strength don’t write like that.  

The word ‘spirit’ means breath.  This do-
es not suggest a hard aggressive core but 
a soft give and take. St Peter, who was a 
tough man, could use gentle language to 
describe that ‘inner core’: “the inner self 
with the lasting beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit” (1 Peter 3:4).  It matters a 
great deal how we describe our inner 
being; it matters not only for our self-

understanding but also for our understan-
ding of God.  We are the primary image 
of God, and if we have a hard mechanical 
sense of ourselves, our image of God will 
be similarly hard and separate.  It may 
well match the image of God in, say, 
Sheehan’s Apologetics long ago, but it has 
nothing to do with the Father of Jesus 
Christ.  St Paul, who was even tougher 
than Peter, could write, “Do not grieve 
the Holy Spirit of God” (Eph 4:30).  The 
Spirit of God is gentle, which does not 
mean weak.  Real strength is always gen-
tle.  One moment’s experience of God's 
Spirit is enough to do away with all talk of 
an indestructible inner core attempting to 
“approach the Absolute and unite itself 
with the Divinity” – as if we could do 
such a thing by our own heroic efforts.    

By way of relief, read these lines by Jessi-
ca Powers on today’s feast of Pentecost: 

That was the day when Fire came down from he-
aven, 
inaugurating the first spring of love. 
Blood melted in the frozen veins, and even 
the least bird sang in the mind’s inmost grove. 
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As we have returned to the Public Celebra-
tion of Masses we have to provide a safe 
environment for all attending Mass.  

We need volunteers to help with: 

• cleaning the church between Masses 

• monitoring number of people in church 
and spacing. 

• guiding people to seats and overseeing 
arrivals and departure. 

If you could please consider helping in any 
way please get in touch with the priest, 
email: parish@stmarys-tallaght.ie or 
phone: 01 404 81 00.  

We would welcome any help.  

We received the following email from 

Archbishop’s House during the week: “In 

the light of the most recent government 

health advice - operative for months of 

May and June, the celebration of the Sacra-

ment of Baptism should only take place in 

exceptional circumstances. The ordinary 

celebration of the sacrament, as well as the 

other Sacraments of Initiation (that is, First 

Holy Communion and Confirmation), 

should not be organised until further no-

tice” 

PENTECOST 

Mass Schedule 
• Weekdays – 8.00am, 10.00am and 

1.00pm 

• Saturday – 8.00am and 10.00am + Vigil 
Sunday Mass 7.30pm 

• Sunday – 8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm 
and 6.00pm 

• Polish Mass  – 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 4.30pm 

 

Confessions 
• Saturday: 10.30am to 11.30am, 7.00pm 

to 7.25pm and after Vigil Mass (in Po-
lish and English) 

• First Friday and Eves of Holy Days: 
10.30am to 11.00am 


