
Parish Notices 
SVP CHRISTMAS 
FUND-RAISING APPEAL 
St. Vincent de Paul has nominated Sunday, 
13th December as Giving Sunday. They 
regret that they are not in a position to ac-
cept the normal gifts of food and toys and 
are requesting donations of vouchers in-
stead. They realise that this is breaking a 
long and treasured tradition but unfortu-
nately they have no other option in present 
circumstances.  

SHARE 
The Office for Financial Development of 
the Archdiocese of Dublin has written to 
point out that contributions to the Share 
Collection have reduced dramatically this 
year. I you would like to make a special 
contribution to Share, please take one of 
the envelopes provided on the long table at 
the back of the Church. 

FEAST OF IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION - 8th December 
Vigil Mass - Mon, 7th Dec. at 8.pm 
Tuesday 8th Dec. Masses :  8.00am; 
10.00am; 1.00pm and 8.00pm 

PUBLIC MASSES AT OUR CHURCH 
Even though we are at Level 3 in terms of 
the Coronavirus Restrictions we have now 
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permission to reopen our Church for the 
celebration of Public Masses.  

• The times of the Masses on weekdays 
are the same as after the first lockdown, 
i.e., 8.00am, 10.00am and 1.00pm; 

• On Saturdays: 8.00am and 10.00am; 

• On Sundays the times of the Masses 
will be as follows: Vigil Mass on Satur-
day at 7.30pm; on Sunday at 8.00am, 
10.00am, 12.00noon and 6.00pm. 

• Mass in Polish on the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of December at 4.30pm.  

The reason for the changes is that we have 
to allow one hour between the ending of 
one Mass and the beginning of the next 
one. This is to facilitate cleaning and venti-
lation, and to avoid congregations overlap-
ping.  

CONFESSIONS - SATURDAYS OF 
DECEMBER 

• from after the 10.00am Mass until 
11.30am; 

• from 7.00pm until 7.25pm;  

• after the 7.30pm Mass.  

EVENING DEVOTIONS 
IN ADVENT (on-line only) 
In so far as we can, we will have Devotions 
in our Church on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays during Advent, starting each 
evening at 8.00pm. You are invited to par-
ticipate in these Devotions through our 
webcam. This week there will be an even-
ing devotion only on Wednesday.  

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of 
Julie Murphy, late of New Bancroft, 
whose funeral was from our Church during 
the week. 
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The Gospel of Mark has as its first sentence: 
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God”. Immediately he gets right into the 
promise of the Saviour, Son of God and he 
omits a genealogy and early life of Jesus. In 
preparing our Advent celebrations the 
Church introduces us to three persons as our 
guides. First is Isaiah the prophet who sup-
plies the First Reading with its information 
on three of the four Sundays. Then there is 
John the Baptist, a second prophet, who will 
point out Jesus to us on two of the four Sun-
days. Finally there is Mary, Jesus’ mother, 
whom we will meet on the fourth Sunday. 
Today, the second Sunday of Advent, Isaiah 
and John give us details. 

The second sentence in Mark’s Gospel pre-
sents us with a prophecy from Isaiah. Its 
purpose is to tell us what John the Baptiser’s 
role was. He is to be a preacher informing us 
about repentance and baptism for the for-
giveness of sins and he is to announce the 
coming of one whom he says is “mightier” 
than he himself is. This “mightier one” will also 
baptise but he will do so with the Holy Spirit. 

Here we are now, entering into the second 
week of Advent, the time of preparing for 
the coming of the Son of God, our Saviour. 
What message have you received this past 
week? Have you heard “a voice speak in the 
wilderness, ‘prepare the way of the Lord’” or have 
you been overpowered by decorations, fren-
zied shopping, irresistible bargains, loud mu-
sic and parties? Christmas is being celebrated 
but how and why? 

Prepare the way 
of  the Lord 

There is a “way” to celebrate. John an-
nounced it, repentance and confession of 
sins. His results were unbelievable: “And there 
went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the 
people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins”. (Mk. 1: 
5). This baptism was not the Sacrament that 
we celebrate in the Church today; the sacra-
ments had to await the public ministry of 
Jesus before they were established. But they 
are established now and that is what we must 
undertake. Not only should we go to confes-
sion to confess but we should also encourage 
“all” to do the same. That is one of the ma-
jor themes of the papacy of Pope Francis. 
Do not let Christmas catch up on you and 
on “all” without sacramental confession. 
This is a way in which you can embrace a 
second theme of the Holy Father, being a 
missionary. If God is not in your life as he 
should be, the reason is that his “path”, his 
“way” is not smooth but has potholes of sin 
that need to be made smooth and level by a 
“good” confession. 

Read full commentary by + Fr. Paschal Tiernan 
at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie. 


