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COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1060 
Share: €482 
Envelope: €55 

MISSION SUNDAY - 24th October 
The theme of this year’s World Mission 
Sunday is - “We cannot remain silent 
about what we have seen and heard” (At 
4:20). Today a special collection for 
World Missions Ireland will replace the 
Share Collection. 

A novena of Masses will be offered in this 
Church for all on our November Altar List 

 
Envelopes and lists available at the back of 
the Church. 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Please, pray for the repose of the soul of 
Padraic Benson, Kilnamanagh, who has 
died. Funeral after 11.00 am Requiem 
Mass in this Church on Tuesday to New-
lands Cross Cemetery. 

 

This passage is about discipleship, yet the 
central character is not Bartimaeus but Je-
sus. Fundamentally discipleship is not abo-
ut those who have faith and follow but 
about Jesus and who he is. One cannot be a 
disciple unless there is someone greater and 
worth following. 

In this episode Mark shows us Jesus as 
“Son of David”, the Messiah, God’s agent of 
compassion which is the highest form and 
expression of love. Note the emphasis on 
this title: “he began to cry out [he repeated the 
cry, which was really a prayer] and say, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! And 
many rebuked him, telling him to be silent; but he 
cried out all the more [he allowed no one to 
stop his insistent request], “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” He repeated and would 
not stop calling Jesus by the Messianic title 
“Son of David”. 

Bartimaeus is the first to use this title. It is 
associated with the “Suffering Servant” 
described in the four special canticles in the 
prophet Isaiah. Jesus is on threshold of 
Jerusalem, rejection, passion and death but 
is eager to get there and fulfil his Father’s 
will. The title is most appropriate in the 
present context as this is the last episode in 
Mark’s Gospel before the entry of Jesus 
into Jerusalem (Mk. 11: 1–10) where Jesus 
will fulfil the prophecies of Isaiah as Mes-
siah. 

Jesus, Son of  David, 
have mercy on me!  

The blind beggar is the model for all be-
lievers. He is contrasted with the attitude of 
the disciples in chapters 8 to 10. The apo-
stles had been called and followed but reta-
ined their preconceived ideas and ambitions. 
They had not converted, changed. In a sen-
se they were not really disciples and at first 
danger, the arrest, they fled. Jesus’ three 
predictions of his passion had not even tou-
ched them. They had not fully listened to 
his words nor believed in them. They conti-
nued to expect material reward for their 
following. They could use the terms of reli-
gion but give material meaning to them. 

On the other hand, in contrast, nothing 
could prevent Bartimaeus’ enthusiastic con-
centration on Jesus. He discarded eve-
rything, no matter now important and even 
essential, that might distance him from 
being in the presence of and following Je-
sus. He realised that what Jesus would give 
to him would be much more important. He 
modestly begged for the gift of sight; he was 
given the gift of salvation. 
 

+Fr. Paschal Tiernan OP 
read full commentary at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 


