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PARISH & CHURCH NEWS; 
TIMES FOR CHURCH SERVICES, 

COMMENTARY ON 

SUNDAY GOSPEL 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: €1342 
Share: €290 
Envelope: €233 

DATES FOR 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS 
AND CONFIRMATIONS 
We are in a position to confirm the dates 
for the First Holy Communion and Con-
firmation Ceremonies for pupils and for-
mer pupils of St. Mary’s National School, 
Tallaght. 
Confirmations: 
• The Confirmation Ceremonies for the 

2019/2020 classes will take place on 
Saturday, 25th  September. 

• The Confirmation Ceremonies for the 
2020/2021 classes will take place on 
Saturday, 16th October. 

Communions: 
• The First Holy Communion Ceremo-

nies for Ms O Doherty 3rd Class, Ms 
Conway/Ms McElligott 3rd Class and 
Ms O Doherty 4th Class will take 
place on Saturday, 2nd October. 

• The first Holy Communion Ceremo-
nies for Ms McMorrow 3rd and 4th 
Classes will take place on Saturday, 
9th October. 

Further information closer to the times 
of the various Ceremonies. 

CLEANING OF CHURCH 
ON THURSDAY MORNINGS 
More helpers needed. 
The work starts after the 10.00 am Mass 
on Thursdays. 
Feel free to come on Thursday and give 
it a try. 

Mass Schedule 
• Weekdays – 8.00am, 10.00am and 

1.00pm 

• Saturday – 8.00am and 10.00am + Vigil 
Sunday Mass 7.30pm 

• Sunday – 8.00am, 10.00am, 12.00pm 
and 6.00pm 

• Polish Mass  – 1st and 3rd Sunday of 
each month at 4.30pm 

 

Confessions 
• Saturday: 10.30am to 11.30am, 7.00pm 

to 7.25pm and after Vigil Mass (in Po-
lish and English) 

• First Friday and Eves of Holy Days: 
10.30am to 11.00am 

(…) What is all the hurrying about?  Jesus 
is hurrying to save the life of a little girl, 
and he heals a sick woman on the way. The 
first reading began, "Death was not God's 
doing, he takes no pleasure in the extinc-
tion of the living." So Jesus is doing God's 
work; he heals and he restores to life.  

Watch how he does it. There is great gen-
tleness and warmth in these two stories. 
The speed and the pressure of expectations 
didn't make him impersonal or mechanical, 
as it does many busy people. His affectio-
nate expression to the little girl, “Talitha 
kum!”, is retained in his own language, Ara-
maic. The New Testament is written in 
Greek, but the writers kept just a few phra-
ses in Jesus’ own language: maranatha, and 
Abba and Talitha kum. Terms of affection 
translate poorly, because they are more 
than their dictionary meaning: they are 
warm words. (I remember an ancient wo-
man in my village who used to address eve-
ryone as a leanbh, 'child'.)  

Likewise, when the lady wanted a cure and 
touched his cloak rather than face him, he said, 
“Who touched me?” He didn't want her cure 
to be anonymous; he wanted to speak to her 
and heal her, not just relieve her symptoms.  

“Who touched me?”  These are words to 
break through the stoutest walls of anony-
mity.  There is a kind of frigid atmosphere 
when people don't know one another.  If 
they have to exchange words they use the 
minimum number usually: “Excuse me!” 
“Thank you!”  “Goodbye!”  There is sel-

dom any real warmth in them, and the smile 
(if any) that goes with them looks a bit 
stiff.  But “who touched me?” breaks 
through all that.  We can be spontaneous 
with our friends because we know how they 
will react; but we don't know how strangers 
might react, so we play safe; in a sense we 
hide ourselves.  The woman in the story 
wanted contact with Jesus, and at the same 
time she wanted the security of anonymi-
ty.  So in the press of the crowd she tou-
ched the hem of his cloak; she wanted an 
anonymous cure.  It is still very much with 
us today.  We are drawn to anything that 
promises us a cure.  You could make a list 
of them, from the more sensible to the 
less!  What is missing in many of them is 
a  Who to touch you: what we really need is 
a Son of God with fire of compassion in his 
eyes, who looks for you saying, “Who tou-
ched me?”  Or “talitha kumi!”  Or even “a 
leanbh!” 

Fr Donagh O’Shea OP 
www.goodnews.ie 

Why all this commotion 
and crying? 


