
Parish Notices 

COLLECTIONS 
Offertory: € 1140 
Envelope: € 352 

CONFESSIONS: 

Polish Confession: 
Tuesday, 22nd December, 6.30pm 

EVENING DEVOTIONS 
IN ADVENT (on-line only) 
Advent Devotions in our Church on Mon-

St. Mary`s Dominican Priory - Tallaght,  4th Sunday of Advent (B) ,  20th December 2020 

days, Tuesdays and Wednesdays during 
Advent, starting each evening at 8.00pm. 
You are invited to participate in these De-
votions through our webcam.  

LIVE STREAMING CAMERAS 
Since there is a limit on the number of par-
ticipants in the Christmas Masses, you can 
join our Christmas celebrations through 
the Internet. You will find the broadcast at 
www.churchservices.tv/tallaght# or on our 
website: www.stmarys-tallaght.ie. 

PRIOR and PARISH ADMINISTRATOR : Fr Donal Roche OP; PARISH SISTER: Sr Noelle Jennings OP 
DEACON: Br Eamonn Moran OP, CURATE: Fr Robert Reguła OP 

Phone: 4048100; email: parish@stmarys-tallaght.ie 
www.stmarys-tallaght.ie 

When the prophets of Israel spoke of 
God's intervention in human history, they 
imagined it as another thunderous event 
like Exodus or Mount Sinai.  No one ima-
gined that it would be an event so hidden 

There are many stories in world literature 
about the disappointment of expectation 
when the reality appears.  The first play I 
ever saw in a theatre was called Professor 
Tim, an elderly and wealthy American who-
se return to the old country was eagerly 
awaited by his family.  Their disappoint-
ment was extreme when he arrived.  He 
staggered around day after day with a whi-
skey bottle, making caustic remarks about 
everybody.  He was quickly ostracised by 
everyone (but perhaps there was one ex-
ception, probably a local down-and-out; I 
can't remember).  At the end of the play he 
suddenly revealed that it was all an elabora-
te game to find out what they were really 
like.  He disinherited the lot of them, and 
left all his wealth, I suppose, to the one 
person who didn’t reject him.  

All such stories have some resonance of the 
Incarnation.  Mount Sinai or such would 
compel your attention; it would affect you 
powerfully but would not sift your spirit or 
test your depth.  It would match your 
expectation, and would therefore not bring 
you to a new awareness.  It would be all 
'out there', and to that extent only a 
spectacle.  We have a great hankering for 

You will name him 
Jesus  

religious visions and transparent messa-
ges.  Our religious sensibility is deeply 
affected by television and the cinema.

 

I spent some time once in a Cistercian mo-
nastery.  Monks have many choral Offices 
throughout the day, three of them being at 
6 am, noon and 6 pm.  As they stood in 
choir, waiting, facing the altar, the Angelus 
bell was rung.  I expected that they would 
recite the Angelus, but instead they stood 
there in silence for a couple of minutes.  It 
was deeply affecting. The Word became 
flesh  -  this flesh.  The Word entered our 
world silently, unobserved.  "When peace-
ful silence lay over all, and night had run 
the half of her swift course, down from the 
heavens, from the royal throne, leapt your 
all-powerful Word" (Wisdom 18:14-15).  

In Nazareth the Catholics indicate Mary’s 
house as the place of the Annunciation, 
while the Greek Orthodox indicate the site 
of the village well.  Nobody knows where it 
took place, but the symbolism of both pla-
ces is very affecting.  The kitchen and the 
village well are the most ordinary places in 
a most obscure village.  “Can anything go-
od come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
asked.  Yes, the greatest of all.  
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Tuesday, 
22nd December 

after 10.00am Mass 
and 

after 1.00pm Mass 

Wednesday, 
23rd December 

Thrusday, 
24th December 


