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SERVICES BROADCAST 
FROM OUR CHURCH: 

WEEKDAYS 

• 7.30am - Morning Prayer 

• 8.00am - Mass 

• 10.00am - Mass 

• 1.00pm - Mass 

• 6.00pm - Evening Prayer 

SATURDAYS 

• 8.00 - Mass 

• 8.30 - Morning Prayer 

• 10.00am - Mass 
SUNDAYS 

• Saturday, 7.30pm - Vigil Mass 

• 8.00am - Mass in English 

• 9.00am - Mass in Irish 

• 10.00am - Mass in English 

• 11.15am - Mass in English 

• 4.30pm - Mass in Polish (1st and 3rd Sun-
day of month) 

• 6.00pm - Mass in English 

(…) Forgiveness is a 'nice' word, in the sen-
se that just about everyone would be plea-
sed to be described as forgiving.  That 
should be enough to put us on the alert; we 
can suspect straight away that many vicious 
attitudes have attempted to dress up like it. 

A good example was given by the man who 
said that doing an injury puts you below 
your enemy; revenging an injury makes you 
even with him; and forgiving an injury sets 
you above him.  Can this be real forgive-
ness, when it only serves to make you feel 
superior, to bloat the ego?  But there are 
subtler ones than this. 

Someone does me harm, perhaps unkno-
wingly.  I lack the courage simply to point it 
out.  Over the weeks (or years) I become 
full of silent anger.  But I am now more 
afraid than ever to point out the wrong, 
because anger tends to be explosive and I 
am afraid of explosions.  Instead I swallow 
it, 'spiritualise' it and tell myself that I have 
forgiven him or her.  Of course I have 
not.  Instead I have swallowed a dose of 
poison that will kill my relationship with 
that person.  Fear has been masquerading 
as forgiveness. 

Then there is the person who keeps count; 
there is the person who claims to forgive 
but not forget; the person who is always on 
the lookout for something to forgive; and a 
host of others.  All these forms of forgive-
ness are counterfeit. 

The mark of real forgiveness is a lively awa-

Not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times  

reness that I am in need of forgiveness my-
self.  That is what is missing in the counter-
feit forms.  "Forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who sin against us."  We 
are set free to forgive others in an uncom-
plicated way when we accept that our own 
books are not balanced either – that nobo-
dy's books are balanced,  that every human 
being needs another chance, and another: 
seventy times seven; in others words, en-
dlessly. 

If offering forgiveness can conceal many 
false attitudes, so can asking forgive-
ness. (…) 

It is the free flow of forgiveness – giving 
and receiving it – that keeps our life simple 
and free from futile self-justification.  The 
deepest source of this simplicity and free-
dom is my awareness that God utterly for-
gives me.  Meister Eckhart said, "Whatever 
God does he does completely, like the cup 
running over.  Whom he forgives he for-
gives utterly and at once, much preferring 
great forgiveness to little." (…) 
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