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John's gospel is shot through with imagery 
of light and darkness.  In itself this imagery 
is open to being used in very facile ways, 
but John's use of it is complex and para-
doxical.  In today's reading, the man born 
blind receives his physical sight, but at a 
deeper level he also receives spiritual sight; 
whereas the Pharisees who thought they 
had spiritual sight become increasingly spir-
itually blind.  

"I once was lost but now I'm found / Was 
blind but now I see," says the hymn Amaz-
ing Grace.   We sense something presumptu-
ous about this; it seems rather too clear-
cut.   Are you sure there is no darkness in 
you still?  In reality we see and don’t see.  "I 
believe; help my unbelief!" cried the father 
of the child in Mark 9:24. In the story of 
Saint Paul's conversion (Acts 9) the same 
paradox is evident.  Paul did not leap up 
shouting joyfully, "Now I see!"  Instead he 
was struck blind!  Nor was it a case of be-
ing dazzled for a moment; he remained 
blind for three days.   This mighty man had 
to be led by the hand like a child into Da-
mascus and there he sat helpless, in dark-
ness, for three days until someone else - a 
total stranger - restored his sight.  Even 
then he did not go about shouting, "Now I 
see!"  He went into the Arabian desert for 
three years.  And even later, when he was 
in full spate, he could write, "Now we see 
in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face 
to face. Now I know only in part; then I 

I was blind 
but now I see 

will know fully, even as I have been fully 
known" (1 Corinthians 1:12).  

Faith is knowledge, but it is dark 
knowledge.  Its light is not a garish light but 
a dim light just sufficient to guide our path 
in humility.  (…) 

To claim to have more light than one has is 
a great sin against the light; it cheapens it for 
oneself and for others.  "Now that you say, 
'We see,' your sin remains," Jesus told the 
Pharisees.  When we speak of the Faith we 
have to do so with humility and with respect 
for the darkness.  Like the blind man in to-
day's reading we may have to be driven out 
of the company of those who think they see; 
and like Paul, led helpless by the hand along 
a humble path, or driven into the solitude of 
the desert  -  whatever it takes to rid us of 
our own brash light.  God alone can pene-
trate the darkness.  "Even darkness is not 
dark for you  /  And the night is as clear as 
the day" (Psalm 38).  
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Services broadcast 
from our Church 

in the current pandemic: 
 

Weekdays 
• 9.30am - Morning Prayers 
• 10.00am - Mass 
• 6.00pm - Evening Prayer 
• 8.00pm - Rosary and Adoration 
of  the Most Holy Sacrament 

 

Sundays 
• 10.45am - Morning Prayer 
• 11.15am - Mass 
• 4.30pm - Mass in Polish 
• 6.00pm - Evening prayer 
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