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COLLECTIONS 

Offertory: €1604 

Share: €1185 

Envelope: €520 

PRIORY HOMELESS FUND 
Collection after all Masses this Sunday 
(25th/26th January)  for the Priory Home-
less Fund. We again appeal to you not to 
give money to people begging in the vicini-
ty of our Church either on Sundays or 
weekdays. 

AQUINAS LECTURE 2020 

We are delighted to announce that Profes-

sor Paul O'Grady will deliver the annual 

Aquinas Lecture here in the Priory Insti-

tute entitled "Aquinas and Wisdom" 

This event will take place at 8:00pm on 

Tuesday 28th January in St. Mary’s Priory. 

Prof Paul O'Grady is Head of the Dept of 

Philosophy, TCD. He previously worked at 

Oxford University and writes on topics in 

philosophy of religion and theory of 

knowledge. He is the author of Relativism 

(2002), Philosophical Theology (2008), The 

Consolations of Philosophy: Reflections in 

an Economic Downturn (2011), and Aqui-

nas's Philosophy of Religion (2014), as well 

as over 40 articles and chapters. He is also 

an accredited psychotherapist and is cur-

rently writing a book on the topic of wis-

dom.  
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3rd – 11th February 2020 (Mon – Tue) 
 
Preacher: Fr John Littleton 
(Director of the Priory Institute) 

Matthew’s Gospel begins with the first two 
chapters telling us Who Jesus is, How he 
came to be born, Where he was born and 
From Where he came, the Flight into Egypt. 
Chapter three tells us about the mission of 
John the Baptist preparing for Jesus. Chap-
ter four begins with Jesus’ preparatory re-
treat, as we might call it, that is the Temp-
tation in the wilderness where he encoun-
tered and overcame the devil. 

This present passage is the commencement 
of his ministry. His first activity is to move 
house to a better place for contact with 
more people and to have a more conven-
ient centre for easy movement around the 
Holy Land, especially by sea. He also 
makes a very definite decision: he is not 
going to minister exclusively among the 
Jews, as they would expect but will be open 
to the Gentiles.  

He plunged immediately into his preaching, 
sharing two essential points: he came to 
establish the Kingdom of Heaven and the 
way to prepare for this was by repentance. 
People were well groomed for this by John 
the Baptist. Jesus had overcome the devil; 
now he was inviting people to change the 
devil’s way (sin) of living and join him in 
the new kingdom or reign of God. 

Once he let it be known what his purpose 
was, he undertook another major decision: 
he needed help. That was his very first pro-
ject. He recruited two sets of brothers. 

Where did he go to enlist? He sought out 
ordinary men and women where they actu-

You will be 
“fishers of men”  

ally were working. Later, these would in-
clude Mary Magdalene and some women 
who would travel around with the initial 
group. What did he offer? A change of work 
— you will be “ fishers of men” rather than of 
fish. What will you get from me in return? 
At this moment, nothing but you will have 
to give up absolutely everything: father, 
family, livelihood (boat and nets) and any-
thing else that might hinder what I want 
from you! What I need is complete and per-
fect renunciation. And all four agreed imme-
diately!  

Read full commentary by + Fr. Paschal Tiernan 

at www.stmarys-tallaght.ie. 

School Mass on Friday 31st Jan 
at 10.00am 

Your prayers are requested 
for the repose of the soul  

of Fr Martin Mc Carthy OP 

of this Community, 
who died on Tuesday night last.  

 

 

 

 

Requiem Mass 
on Monday, 27th January at 11.30am. 

Burial afterwards in Community Cemetery. 

May he rest in peace. 

http://www.stmarys-tallaght.ie/

