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Parish Notices 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
We invite you and your pets to gather in 
front of the Priory Church for a special 
outdoor blessing of the animals (big and 
small) which will take place on Sunday 3rd 
November at 3.00 pm. If your pets cannot 
come you are welcome to bring a photo 
with you. 

ENROLMENT AT ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 
St. Mary’s School, Tallaght Village, 
Enrolling from 4th November 
Closing Date 22nd November. 
Application forms will be available in the 
School office.  

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR 
The fair is being held by the Missionary 
Sisters of St. Peter Claver on Sunday, 3rd 
November at St. Joseph’s Parish Hall - Ter-
enure from 10.30am - 2.30pm. 

ANNUAL AUTUMN GATHERING 
The annual gathering of the parishes from 
the deaneries of Blessington, South Dublin 
and Tallaght takes place again this year in 
the Maldron Hotel on Saturday, 23rd No-
vember. The following workshops will be 
offered: 

 Scripture (Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of 
Matthew) 

 Christus Vivit - Mental Health in a Dis-
connected Age 

 Supporting the First and Best Teachers 
(ways to enable parents to pray with their 
child) 

 Ministry - Understanding the “Why” be-
hind “What” we do 

The event is free to all parishioners. Please 
choose your workshops by calling Mary 
Dent before 18th Nov at 01 8373732 or 
email: mary.dent@dublindiocese.ie 

COLLECTIONS 

Offertory: €1527 

Share: €2233 (Mission Sunday) 

Envelope: €121 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY   
Mass at 10.00am and 1.00pm No evening 
Mass 

1ST NOVEMBER (FRIDAY):  ALL SAINTS 
Mass times: 
Vigil on Thursday at 8.00pm; 
Friday’s Masses at 7.00am; 8.00am; 
10.00am; 1.00pm; 7.00pm (in Polish) and 
8.00pm 

2ND NOV: ALL SOULS DAY 
Saturday, 2nd Nov is All Souls Day. 

ANNUAL MASS OF REMEBRANCE 
WED 13TH NOV AT 8.00PM 
You are all invited to our annual celebra-
tion of the Eucharist for our families, 
friends and neighbours who have died. At 
this Mass we will remember our parishion-
ers and all whose funerals took place from 
St. Mary’s during the past year. 

NOVEMBER ALTAR LIST OF THE DEAD 
A novena of Masses will be offered in this 
Church for all on our November Altar List 
of the Dead during the month of November. 
Envelopes and lists available at the back of 
the Church. 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD IN POLISH 
Msze po polsku za zmarłych: piątek, 1 lis-
topada - 19.00 oraz niedziele, 3 i 17 listo-
pada o 16.30. Kartki wypominkowe można 
będzie składać przed mszami. 

FIRST FRIDAY 
Friday next 1st Nov is the First Friday of 
the month. Holy Communion will be 
brought to the sick and housebound . 

Prayer has been called “an hour of truth.”  But 
it has to be the truth, the whole truth and noth-
ing but the truth. No doubt the Pharisee was 
telling the truth: he was living an upright life, he 
was doing everything he claimed to be do-
ing. But he was not praying; he was giving God 
an inventory of his good deeds: “I fast twice a 
week, I give 10% of my income….” At any rate 
he could not be accused of having a low self-
image. He prefaced his remarks by saying, 
“God, I thank you that I am not like other peo-
ple: thieves, rogues, adulterers….” His high 
opinion of himself depended on his low opin-
ion of others.  

Yes, we have to wear that cap and see if it 
fits. Most of us would be too clever to boast 
openly of the things we do, but there are subtle 
ways of putting others down in order to make 
ourselves appear better. How does it work? I am 
not sure what I am in myself (or I am afraid to 
look), so I develop an eye for the worst in other 
people. It allows me to feel, “I'm not as bad as 
they are, or at least I'm no worse.” I am aware of 
all the time I have wasted, all the big and small 
acts of cowardice and meanness, all the betrayals: 
I feel shabby, so I focus on other people’s 
rags. This is not a decent way to live, and deep 
down I know it.   

We live nowadays in a culture of suspi-
cion. There is a generalised suspicion that good-
ness is hypocritical. This clears the coast for 
anyone who wants to belittle others and what 
they do. The trouble is that there's a half-truth 
in it. A lot of ‘virtues’ actually come from the 
opposite of virtue; they are attempts to prove 
that I am not what I am. Cowards become 
daredevils, lonely people become gregarious, 
weak people look for subtle ways of getting 
power. ‘Virtues’ can be over-reactions to the 
unpalatable truth of what I am. Everything hides 

An hour of  truth 

its opposite within itself  -  that is, if there has been 
no real transformation, but only dissimulation.  

But what a dead-end this suspicion is!  I may 
appear very clever if I am able to unmask false 
virtue, but if it means that I don’t believe in 
virtue any more, then I am the real loser. What 
drives me now is not a passion for truth and 
honesty, but the Pharisee’s self-congratulation: 
“God, I thank you that I am not like other people.” 

Jesus said, “Love your enemies.”  Love your 
opposite.  Then you cannot clothe yourself with 
their vices. You may even see that their vices are 
sometimes the unrepressed form of your own 
virtues, and you can learn a kind of compassion 
and encouragement instead of criticism. It is 
always useful to ask yourself, Why is this person 
MYenemy? He touches something painful in 
me, reminds me of something I would rather 
forget. In the end I may even learn to say, “God, 
me merciful to me, a sinner!” That is the sin-
cerest form of prayer: it is the truth, the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth.   
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