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He is not here… 
he is risen!  

(…) We felt an oppressive silence at the 
death of the Lord, a silence with which 
each of us can identify, a silence that pene-
trates to the depths of the heart of every 
disciple, who stands wordless before the 
cross. 

These are the hours when the disciple 
stands speechless in pain at the death of 
Jesus. What words can be spoken at such a 
moment? The disciple keeps silent in the 
awareness of his or her own reactions du-
ring those crucial hours in the Lord’s life. 
Before the injustice that condemned the 
Master, his disciples were silent. Before the 
calumnies and the false testimony that the 
Master endured, his disciples said nothing. 
During the trying, painful hours of the Pas-
sion, his disciples dramatically experienced 
their inability to put their lives on the line 
to speak out on behalf of the Master. What 
is more, not only did they not acknowledge 
him: they hid, they escaped, they kept silent  

It is the silent night of the disciples who 
remained numb, paralyzed and uncertain of 
what to do amid so many painful and di-
sheartening situations. It is also that of to-
day’s disciples, speechless in the face of 
situations we cannot control, that make us 
feel and, even worse, believe that nothing 
can be done to reverse all the injustices that 
our brothers and sisters are experiencing in 
their flesh. (…) 

Amid our silence, our overpowering silen-
ce, the stones begin to cry out and to clear 

the way for the greatest message that histo-
ry has ever heard: “He is not here, for he 
has been raised”. The stone before the 
tomb cried out and proclaimed the opening 
of a new way for all. Creation itself was the 
first to echo the triumph of life over all that 
had attempted to silence and stifle the joy 
of the Gospel. The stone before the tomb 
was the first to leap up and in its own way 
intone a song of praise and wonder, of joy 
and hope, in which all of us are invited to 
join. (…) 

He is not here… he is risen! This is the 
message that sustains our hope and turns it 
into concrete gestures of charity. How grea-
tly we need to let our frailty be anointed by 
this experience! How greatly we need to let 
our faith be revived! How greatly we need 
our myopic horizons to be challenged and 
renewed by this message! Christ is risen, 
and with him he makes our hope and cre-
ativity rise, so that we can face our present 
problems in the knowledge that we are not 
alone. (…) 

From Pope Francis’s homily 

at the Easter Vigil (2018): 

 

 

 

 

Fr Donagh O’Shea OP (www.goodnews.ie) 

 

 

.Read full commentary by Fr. Paschal Tiernan at 

www.stmarys-tallaght.ie. 

EASTER GREETINGS 
Fr. Prior, Dominican Community, 

and Parish Team 
wish all of you and your families 

a Happy Easter. 
May this Easter be a time 

of great blessing to all! 
We are very grateful to all 

who have helped 
with the ceremonies 

and prepared the Church. 


