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Parish Notices 

COLLECTIONS: 

Offertory: €1336 

Share: €745 

Envelope: €545 

ANNUAL COLLECTION 
OF ACCORD 
The Collection for ACCORD, the Dioce-
san Agency for Marriage and the Family, 
will be made at all Masses this weekend 
(16th and 17th February2019). The Col-
lecton for ACCORD will replace the usu-
al Share Collection. 
ACCORD Dublin throughout the diocese 
offers: 
 Marriage preparation Courses 

 Counselling for couples and individuals 
experiencing difficulties in their rela-
tionships. 

 A relationship and Sexuality Pro-
gramme for Schools. 

ST. MARY‘S FOLK GROUP 
Sr. Noelle would like to thank all who 
gave so generously to the recent church 

gate collection (€672.38). The money 
raised will enable the members of our 
Folk Group to participate in the 
Knockadoon Music and Liturgy Course in 
August. 

HELP US HELP OTHERS CAMPAIGN 
In 2017 the Vine Group launched its Help 
Us Help Others Campaign.  They raised 
money through many forms of fundrais-
ing  and all the money raised went to help-
ing people in need around the various Par-
ishes of Tallaght.   This was done with the 
guidance of the local SVDP.  To start this 
years fundraising the Vine Group & 

Friends will be staging a live performance 
of the original musical by Mick Langan A 
Christmas Canticle.  The performances will 
be in St. Mark’s Church, Springfield on 
Friday 22nd @ 8pm and St. Mary’s Priory 
on Sunday, 24th @ 8pm.  Donations made 
on entry will go towards helping others.   

CENTENNIAL PILGRIM IMAGE OF 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA IN IRELAND 
The image which was blessed by Pope 
Francis is revisiting  Ireland. It will be pre-
sent in St. Anne‘s Church, Bohernabreena 
on Wednesday 20th February 2019. 

All are invited to be present to welcome 
her arrival at 6.15pm. This will be followed 
by a procession to the Altar and Rosary. At 
7.15pm Br Benignus will give a talk on the 
message of Fatima and the 4 elements of 
reparation (Confession, Adoration, Rosary 
and Eucharist), and this will be followed by 
Holy Mass at 7.30pm. 

The evening will conclude with a Consecra-
tion Prayer to the Two Hearts, Investiture 
In the Brown Scapular and a quiet time for 
prayer. 

Matthew’s first Beatitude says, “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit” (5:3), but Luke’s says 
bluntly, “Blessed are you who are poor.” If 
there was any danger of Christians evading 
the point by spiritualising poverty, or by 
thinking that this Beatitude was addressed 
only to other people, Luke sets the matter 
straight: “Blessed are you who are poor.” And 
to make sure we get the point, he adds, “But 
woe to you who are rich.” 

It is true that there are some wealthy people 
who share their wealth generously. And it is 
possible to place our trust in God even if we 
are wealthy; but in most cases it is unlikely 
that we will. It is in our nature to think only 
of feathering our own nest, and to buy our-
selves out of all difficulties if we can. Let’s 
not destroy all hope by saying that this is 
deep in our nature. In itself it is a superficial 
tendency. But it is possible, if we don’t mind 
ourselves, to become superficial all the way 
down. 

To rely on wealth for everything is to take 
the easiest course; it is not to reach out, and 
it is not to reach in. I don’t have to reach 
out to others (and soon I get out of the ha-
bit of reaching out to God). And I don’t 
have to reach into my interior resources (my 
pocket is not my interior). This ultimately 
isolates me from others and from my dee-
pest self. We often hear of immensely we-
althy people who have become virtual reclu-
ses. They have chosen to buy their own 
private world, and to worship Mammon, the 
god who can be bought. It must be a very 
lonely world. The only thing left for them is 

the “conspicuous display of wealth,” and 
there are plenty of celebrity magazines in 
which to display it. 

The curious thing is that these magazines 
have a huge circulation. The super-rich must 
represent some kind of dream that many 
people have. It is a fruitless dream, is it not? 
Our faith calls us to dream of a world of 
“justice, love and peace,” and not only to 
dream of it but to work for it in every way 
we can. We have to watch our dreams, be-
cause we become what we dream. We are 
called to live a life that is radically different 
in its attitude to power and wealth, a life in 
which the world’s values are devalued and 
what the world despises is held in highest 
regard. 

We always want more of something or other. 
There's a kind of black hole at the centre of 
our being. I know a man who lives a mate-
rially poor life but he devotes all his time to 
reading: newspapers, books, magazines, the 
internet…. Everything goes in, nothing co-
mes out. It is just a variation on the same 
theme. There are many variations: greed for 
love, for recognition, for entertainment, for 
anything that will fill the void. 

Fr Donagh O’Shea OP, www.goodnews.ie 


